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2.2.08 
HAVERHILL HOUND, ROD & GUN CLUB, INC, 

Haverhill, MA 01835 
 
 
BY-LAWS 

NAME 
(ARTICLE 1) 

 
(S1)  The name of the club shall be: 

HAVERHILL HOUND, ROD& GUN CLUB, INC. (Haverhill, Massachusetts) 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
(ARTICLE 2) 

 
(S1)  The mission of this club is to: 

¥ Encourage membership. 
¥ Support legislation favorable to sportsmen. 
¥ Act in a general way for the good of the outdoor sports. 
¥ Cooperate with the State Division of Fisheries and Wildlife and it’s 

wardens in restocking fish a game. 
¥ Create and maintain better landowner and sportsman relationships. 
¥ Support and protect the essential Rights embodied by the Second 

Amendment of The Constitution of the United States of America. 
¥ Promote firearm safety and shooting sports in general. 
¥ Improve and upgrade club recreational facilities. 
¥ Preserve the legacy that the club represents by supporting, 

educating, and encouraging youth to participate in outdoor sports. 
 

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
(ARTICLE 3) 

 
(S1)   The officers of the Club shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.   
 
(S2)  The officers and ten (10) elected charter members in good standing and immediate 
past President (see Article 4, Section 5) shall constitute the BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
 
(S3)  At the March monthly meeting, the President shall appoint an Election Committee of 
three (3) or more charter members.  The nominating committee shall attend the following 
month’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS meeting, and in conjunction with the BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS, shall select from a list of charter members for nomination to office.  The 
nominating committee shall present the list of nominations at the May meeting, after 
having personally received from each candidate his or her permission to use his or her 
name as such.  Nominations may also be made from the floor.  Notice of such election and 
a list of candidates for office shall be given at least thirty (30) days prior to this meeting.  
At the annual meeting, candidates shall be elected by Australian ballot by the eligible 
voting members present. 
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(S4)  Each officer and member of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS (Article 3, Section 1) 
shall have the authority to expend an amount not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25) per 
month for necessary supplies and equipment for the Club.  This amount will be reported at 
the next monthly meeting as the first item under “Bills and Communications”.  No other 
Club money may be expended except by the approval of a majority vote of the eligible 
members present at a scheduled meeting except for taxes and normal monthly bills.  
 
(S5)  A vacancy occurring in an office (Article 3, Section 1) shall be filled from the 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS for the (remainder of) expired term, or by special election of 
eligible voting members. 
 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
(ARTICLE 4) 

 
(S1)  The President shall preside at all meetings as MODERATOR. 
 
(S2)  The Vice President shall preside in the absence of the President. 
 
(S3)  The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the Club and the BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS.  He of she shall have custody of all books and records except those of the 
Treasurer.  He of she shall send out notices of the Club meetings and shall conduct all 
correspondence of the Club. 
 
(S3)  The Treasurer shall receive all monies of the Club and deposit said monies in the 
bank of choice.  He or she shall keep a record of all receipts and expenditures and shall pay 
out monies only as voted by the eligible voting members (or as stated in Article 3, Section 
4) at a regular monthly meeting.  He or she shall present, at the regular monthly meeting, a 
report of the Club’s financial status. The Club shall rent a safety deposit box annually.  The 
President and Treasurer shall have sole access to said box. The Treasurer holding this 
office shall be bonded yearly, and this Club shall pay for the cost of bonding.  Bonding 
amount shall be adjusted at the annual meeting. 
 
(S5)  The outgoing President shall be an honorary member of the BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS for a term not to exceed the term of the new President. 
 
(S6)  The Function of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS shall be to discuss and recommend 
all policies of this Club.  The suggestions of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS shall be 
recorded by the Secretary and read at the next Club meeting at which time the Club’s 
eligible voting members present shall vote on the suggestions of the BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. A majority vote of the attending eligible voting members opposing any 
suggestion of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS shall be sufficient to annul said suggestion. 
 
(S7)  Any officer or director may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of the 
eligible voting members present at a special meeting called for this purpose.  No vote or 
removal may be taken unless at least fifteen days notice in writing shall have been given to 
the officer in question of the reason for his or her (proposed) removal and the time and 
place of the special meeting at which such action (may) is to take place.  At such special 
meeting the officer shall be given a full hearing. 
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MEMBERS AND DUES 
(ARTICLE 5) 

 
(S1)  There shall be six (6) types of membership: 
 
1. Charter 
2. Associate 
3. Junior ($15 annual) 
4. Senior - 65 plus - (1/2 of current dues annual) 
5. Spouse - (1/2 of current dues annual) 
6. Life - (no dues) 
 
(S2)  Membership is open to anyone of good character and reputation (having sponsorship 
from an existing member).  The BOARD OF DIRECTORS, upon personal presentation of 
application, shall screen sponsorship. If recommended by the committee, a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of eligible voting members present at a regularly scheduled meeting shall be sufficient 
to elect a new member.  All new members shall be Associate or Junior members. 
 
(S3)  Charter members shall have use of the Club grounds and voting rights in all maters 
affection the Club.  New Charter member shall be elected by a tow-thirds (2.3) vote of 
Charter members present at a regularly scheduled meeting.  Only Charter members are 
eligible to be elected officers or Directors. 
 
(S4)  Associate members shall have use of the Club grounds, be able to serve on 
committees and after one year’s tenure have full voting rights at monthly meetings.  
Associate members, upon election by Charter members only, at a regularly scheduled 
meeting, may become Charter members. 
 
(S5)  Charter membership applicants must: 
A. Be in good standing with the Club (dues current) 
B. Have served on work details/committees, 
C. Held membership a minimum of one (1) year 
D. Be recommended by the BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
 
(S6)  All members of the Haverhill Hound, Rod & Gun Club, Inc. shall also be members of 
the National Rifle Association (N.R.A.), or shall join the N.R.A. upon becoming eligible.  
Junior members will not be required to join the N.R.A. until they reach the age of nineteen 
(19).  Proof of membership shall be accomplished in the following ways: 
1. Presentation of the N.R.A. membership card (or copy) upon payment of dues. 
2. Presentation of the N.R.A. magazine label upon payment of dues. 
3. Payment of N.R.A. dues to the Club Treasurer upon payment of dues. 
4. N.R.A. Life Members need only show their card once. 
 
(S6)  Annual membership dues shall be established by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of eligible 
voting members present at a regularly scheduled meeting and shall be payable by June 30th 
each year.  A $15 late fee will be accessed to those members who pay from July 1st through 
August 31st.  Members who have not renewed before September 1st will be dropped from 
the roster. A person who is dropped from the roster and wishes to be reinstated must apply 
for membership as a new member.  All new members shall pay an initiation fee as 
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established by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the eligible voting members at a regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
 
(S7)  Junior members in the Club shall include ages of twelve (12) through eighteen (18) 
years of age, and the annual dues will be established by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the 
eligible voting members at a regularly scheduled meeting.  Upon reaching nineteen (19) 
years of age, Junior members may be ELIGIBLE for charter membership without an 
increase in dues for that year in which they become nineteen (19). 
 
(S8)  A Junior member shall be entitled to the same privileges as Associate members 
except for key privileges. 
 
(S9)   
Any member of the Club upon reaching the age of sixty-two (62) and who has been a 
Charter member for at least ten (10) years is ELIGIBLE for free Life membership upon 
election by the eligible voting members present at a regularly scheduled meeting and MAY 
become a Life member. 
 
(S10)  Spouse membership is defined as any spouse of an Associate, Charter or Senior 
member.  There is no initiation fee and the yearly membership fee will be fifty percent 
(50%) of the current full yearly dues for an Associate or Charter member.  It shall include 
the same privileges as a regular Club member.  It is not necessary for a spouse to be a 
member of the N.R.A. 
 

MEETINGS 
(ARTICLE 6) 

 
(S1)  The regular meeting shall be held the first Monday of the month unless circumstances 
prevent it.  If a Holiday falls on the first Monday of the month the meeting day will be 
delayed by one week, announced at the prior meeting, and posted on our website. 
 
(S2)  The annual meeting shall be held in July of each year.  At this meeting officers and 
the BOARD OF DIRECTORS shall be elected and annual reports made by the President 
and Treasurer.  Officers shall assume office at the annual meeting. 
 
(S3)  A special meeting MAY be called by the President, the BOARD OF DIRECTORS or 
upon the request of ten (10) Charter members. 
 
(S4)  Twelve (12) eligible voting members shall constitute a Quorum for the transaction of 
business at any regularly scheduled meeting. 
 

CLUB BUSINESS 
(ARTICLE 7) 

 
(S1)  The order of Club business at regularly scheduled meetings shall be as follows: 

1. Salute to the colors 
2. Roll call of officers 
3. Minutes of the last meeting 
4. Treasurer’s report 



By-Laws Page 5 of 7 Pages Haverhill Hound, Rod & Gun Club, Inc. 

5. New Charter members 
6. New Associate members 
7. Bills and communications 
8. Report of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
9. Reports of Committees 
10. Unfinished business 
11. New business 
12. Health and welfare of the Club 
13. Attendance drawing 
14. Adjournment 
 

 
COMMITTEES 

(ARTICLE 8) 
 
(S1)  All committees, with the exception of range committees, in charge of raising monies 
for the Club Treasury shall turn over all monies and bills to the Treasurer for payment by 
check or cash.  The treasurer shall, at the next meeting, give a full report on all receipts and 
bills paid for said occasion. Profits and losses will be reported to the membership and the 
profits placed in the Club Treasury.  The Range Committees shall turn over all monies 
prior to the regular scheduled meeting. 
 
(S2)  The President, at the August meeting shall appoint the following permanent 
committees: 
 
 Rifle Range committee 2 members minimum 
 Pistol Range committee 2 members minimum 
 House committee 2 members minimum 
 Lunch committee 2 members minimum 
 Good & Welfare committee 1 member minimum 
 Trap & Skeet committee 2 members minimum 
 Entertainment committee 2 members minimum 
 Fish committee 1 member minimum 
 Archery committee 1 member minimum 
 League of Essex County 2 members minimum plus 2 alternates 
 
(S3)  The President and/or BOARD OF DIRECTORS may establish additional 
committees, as required The President will appoint members to such committees. 
 

AMENDMENTS 
(ARTICLE 9) 

 
(S1)  An alteration or change in the By-Law or By-Laws shall be submitted in writing to 
the Secretary and read at the meeting and acted upon at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote of the attending eligible voting members present is 
required for passage. 
 

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 
(ARTICLE 10) 
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(S1)  The rules of parliamentary procedure as contained in the “Robert’s Rules of Order” 
shall govern this Club in all cases that are not consistent with it’s By-Laws. 
 

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 
(ARTICLE 11) 

 
(S1)  To preserve integrity and to promote the principles of the Club, a grievance 
procedure shall be established.  The procedures, to be acted out by a Grievance Committee, 
shall be in accordance with the following: 
 
(S2)  The committee shall be comprised of the Vice President who will be chairman and 
the Chairman of all Standing Committees.  The Vice President and two (2) standing 
committee chairmen will hear all grievances.  These chairmen will be assigned on a 
rotational basis by hearing.  No Chairman will be assigned to a hearing if a conflict of 
interest exists as determined by the Vice President. 
 
(S3)  The existence of the Grievance Committee shall be fully publicized and made known 
to all members. 
 
(S4)  Any Club member who might be in dispute with Range Officers, Committee 
Chairmen, Officers or other individuals should use the facilities of this committee.  The 
findings and recommendations of the Committee shall be given to the BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS in writing within thirty (30) days. 
 
(S5)  The BOARD OF DIRECTORS shall take whatever appropriate action it deems 
necessary based on the Committee’s findings. 
 
 
GENERAL OPERATING RULES 
 

1. No Club property will leave the Club grounds (Except club rifles which may 
 be signed out through the Rifle Committee). 
2. No smoking in the Clubhouse during scheduled Club meetings or events. 
3. No donations will be accepted unless approved by the BOARD OF 
 DIRECTORS. 
4. Anyone using the Club facilities must clean up their own mess. 
5. Applicants must attend range rules meeting before being voted in as new 
 members. 
6. All ranges will be closed during non-shooting events. 
7. Any member caught shooting jacketed or magnum ammo on the indoor range 
 will loose clubhouse access for one year. Any subsequent violations may result 
 in termination of membership, as determined by a vote of the BOARD OF 
 DIRECTORS. 
8. Any member may receive $20.00 off their annual dues by working four (4) or 
 more hours on a Club sponsored event.  The member is responsible to get a 
 card signed by the member in charge of the event. (Members working more 
 than four (4) hours will have their names entered in a cash drawing at the end 
 of the year.) 
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9. Members may receive an additional $20 off their annual dues for every new 
 member they sponsor brought into the club the previous calendar year. It is the 
 member’s responsibility to see that they are credited on the new member’s 
 application. 
10. Members are allowed fine (5) guests at a time at the Club, but only one guest 
 may shoot at a time. (Members wishing to bring more than five (5) guests may 
 come before the BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
HAVERHILL HOUND, ROD AND GUN CLUB, INC. 

2008 

 


